Functional dispositions of the spinal stepping generators and their half-centres.
This review paper considers how the functions of the spinal stepping generators are related to the velocity of the signals reaching them from the supraspinal driving centre. In addition it is discussed that the actions of the two half-centres are related to their anatomic dispositions: it is suggested that the conduction velocity of signals reaching the lumbosacral generators from the driving centre may be greater than the velocity of conduction to the cervical generators from the same source. Also, the half-centre controlling the flexor muscles of gait may be more rostrally placed than the adjacent half-centre for the extensor muscles.